By political writer
LINDA SILMALIS

THE State Opposition
has left the door open to
selling off Sydney Water
with the Coalition refus-
ing union demands to
guarantee continued pub-
lic ownership of the
multimillion-dollar state-
owned asset.

Sydney Water employs
around 3000 workers and
has experienced declining
revenues due to the re-
cent water restrictions.

With the countdown to
the March 26 State elec-
tion under way, unions
are demanding both par-
ties declare their position
on the future of critical
state-owned assets.

The Australian Ser-
vices Union (ASU) wrote
to both Labor and the
Coalition earlier this year,
seeking assurances the
utility would remain in
public hands.

In a letter to Mr O’Far-
rell, union secretary Sally
McManus said the public

was concerned about the.

future of the state assets
amid job losses in South
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Australia after its govern-
ment sold off water.

“The ASU wishes to
know whether your party
will uncategorically rule
out the full or part privat-
isation of any of these
State-owned corpor-
ations,”’ she said.

““This is not only a very
important issue for our
members, but we believe
the voting public need to
be in no doubt as to your
party’s position prior to
the 2011 State Election.””

Ms McManus was in-
formed no commitment
would be made until the
new year.

Unions will begin seek-
ing guarantees from both
parties on a raft of state-

owned assets, including
State Forests, prisons,
CityRail and electricity.

The State Opposition
has already indicated it
plans to contract out Syd-
ney Ferries. Unions are
also concerned a Co-
alition government will
buckle to pressure to sell
off electricity despite Mr
O’Farrell opposing the
move under Labor.

Mr O’Farrell told The
Sunday Telegraph that he
supported private sector
involvement in the deliv-
ery of public services
where it was in the public
interest. He declined to
bow to unions demands
to outline the future of
Sydney Water or other
assets. “The NSW Lib-
erals and Nationals in-
tend to be upfront with
the community and, if
elected, we will im-
plement the policies
we’ve outlined ahead of
the election,’” he said.

Mr O’Farrell said guar-
antees offered by Labor
could not be trusted given
the Keneally Govern-
ment’s attempted back-
flip on electricity.
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